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Safe Church Co-ordinator Report to Classis Huron
(Striving to have Safer Churches)
February 18, 2026

Mandate: Classis Huron Safe Church Committee is mandated, among other things, to provide comprehensive and on-going education, training and resources to our churches in the prevention of and response to abuse, as stated in the Classis Huron Safe Church Policy, adopted May 17, 2023, Article IV: 

The Classis Huron Safe Church Team (CHSCT) will facilitate, as needed, and regularly track safe church training practices for abuse awareness and prevention/response with respect of Safe Church Ministry for the churches of Classis. The CHSCT will help share and connect churches and persons to resources, set up/identify training events and connect churches to them. CHSCT, on behalf of Classis, will monitor progress in the areas of education and training. CHSCT will submit regular updates to Classis as a way of mutual accountability between congregations of Classis in their safe church work.

One of the ways we do that is by means of the annual Inter-Classis Safe Church Conference.  For more than twenty-five years, Classis Huron has been the host of this annual conference, held the first Saturday of March.  So, on March 7, 2026, you are all invited to join us for the next conference to be held at Waterloo CRC from 9AM – 3:30 PM.  
Speakers:  
Dr. James Watson (Tyndale Seminary) will be the plenary speaker: Grace and Truth: What Shapes our Shared Spiritual Life? and he will also lead a workshop entitled: Healthy Directions: A Way Forward for Leaders.
Cathi Watson (Interfaith Community Counseling Center in New Hamburg) will lead a workshop entitled:  Responding to Spiritual Abuse as a Congregant.
Dr. Stephen Vander Klippe, a medical practitioner in Wingham and member of the Synodical Taskforce dealing with medically-assisted dying, will be hosting a workshop on:  Power dynamics surrounding Medically-Assisted Suicide.
Julia Rathbun, Safe Church Consultant with the CRCNA, will also be leading a practical safer church workshop. 
At a time of history when truth is being challenged and when power is being abused, please come and join us for a time of learning and discussion.
For the entire Classis Huron Safe Church Policy see: https://classishuron.ca/safe-church-ministry/
Ongoing education is important in order to keep our churches safer.  On the third Tuesday of every month at 4pm EST, Thrive is offering “Monthly Conversations for Safer Churches”, including topics such as training volunteers, risk management, caring for victims, and trauma-informed practices, etc.  In order to register see:  https://network.crcna.org/topic/justice-inclusion/safe-church/policy-prevention/register-now-monthly-conversations-safer
For broader learning and connections, I have joined the Abuse Awareness Prevention Network (AAPN) www.abuseawareness.net/ founded in 2022 by the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC) and five partner ministries.  This network involvement, together with Atie Ott, allows us input into and a window onto the broader abuse prevention conversation in our country on the part of a number of different denominations.

Classis Huron Safe Church Committee Members
Acton – Mykayla Schenk - contactKitchener - Paula La Fontaine (Secretary)
Listowel – Ashley Zieleman
Lucknow – Tim Wellstead
Maitland River - Yolanda Ritsema
Orangeville - VACANT
Owen Sound - VACANT
Palmerston - Irene Drost
Stratford – Tom Scott
Vanastra – Albert Haak
Waterloo – Atie Ott



Blyth - Giena Nonkes
Cambridge - VACANT
Cambridge River City - Melinda Saunders
Clinton -  Angela Kaptein
Collingwood - Victor Laarman (acting)
Drayton – Dave Koster
Exeter – Jake Zantingh
Goderich Trinity – Holly Dalton
Guelph – Water Street – Michael Davis
Guelph New Life - Tom Bruulsema

The Committee meets in person in September and May and on-line in late January or early February.  Agendas include planning for the annual conference, sharing of stories and events happening in the churches including questions about procedures and polices, etc., as well as a sharing of resources. Representatives have a key role in contributing to ongoing issues and events, ensuring that all churches in Classis Huron have a voice and are kept informed of upcoming training opportunities, webinars and resources. They also assist the coordinator with advice, support and encouragement.  If there is a vacancy listed for your congregation, please consider who might fill it.  
Another part of the mandate of Safe Church is to provide support services* to our churches, a victim of abuse, an offender of abuse and/or their family members.
(*Support services may include: consultations, resources and suggested written material, phone calls, visits, accompanying persons to civil or criminal legal proceedings, making referrals for treatment/counselling and/or being a prayer partner)
If I can be of help to your congregation in the area of Safe Church, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  Meanwhile, if you know of someone who may be gifted in this area and willing to commit to the work of Safe Church, please also let me know.

For anything to do with safer churches on the denominational level please see:  https://www.crcna.org/SafeChurch
Humbly submitted, 
Carel Geleynse
Classis Huron Safe Church Co-ordinator
carelgeleynse20@gmail.com
519-503-8257


