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Safe Church Co-ordinator Report to Classis Huron
May 20, 2026

Mandate: Classis Huron Safe Church Committee is mandated as follows:
Advisory Panel: To function as an Abuse Response Team according to Synodical Guidelines (as annotated for Classis Huron).
Education: To provide comprehensive and on-going education, training and resources to our churches in the prevention of and response to abuse.
Support: To provide support services* to our churches, a victim of abuse, an offender of abuse and/or their family members.
*Support services may include: consultations, resources and suggested written material, phone calls, visits, accompanying persons to civil or criminal legal proceedings, making referrals for treatment/counselling and/or being a prayer partner

Safe Church Conference, March 7, 2026:  Waterloo CRC was the host church for the annual inter-Classis Safe Church conference.   67 registrants gathered to talk all things safe church.  The theme of the conference was the whole concept of “spiritual abuse”.  What is it?  How does it impact us? The Classis Huron Safe Church Policy defines spiritual abuse as “exploitation, coercion, or control of another person by a leader with spiritual authority, which results in the weakening, undermining, or diminishment of the person’s emotional, relational, or spiritual well-being.” Anita Brinkman wrote a wonderful report on the conference: https://www.crcna.org/news-and-events/news/shaped-grace-and-truth
One of the continuing remarks made in the submitted evaluations was that every office-bearer ought to be present at these conferences.  Since most safe church polices do require people to keep up with their training and awareness, such a conference does fit the bill. 
Code of Conduct.  It is a code that all ministry leaders ought to be aware of and adhering to as they conduct themselves in their leadership positions.  Thrive has introduced a guide to the Code - https://www.crcna.org/thrive/code-of-conduct.  It is a great tool designed to be used by the local council as part of their opening devotions or even as an agenda item for a number of meetings.  It could even be used as a tool during mutual censure discussions.   
Safe Church conversations:  Thrive’s Safe Church Consultant, Julia Rathbun, is hosting monthly conversations on abuse prevention and response in church settings. If you are brand new to learning about Safe Church or have been involved for years, you are welcome.   Virtual gatherings are on the third Tuesday of the month at 4pm EST, and include topics such as training volunteers, risk management, caring for victims, and trauma-informed practices.  Final two registration links: 
June 16, 2026: Training Volunteers
September 22, 2026: Case Studies & Reflection
Classis Huron Safe Church Committee Members: Representatives (one from each congregation in Classis) have a key role in contributing to the ongoing issues and events, ensuring that all churches in Classis Huron have a voice and are kept informed of upcoming training opportunities, webinars and resources. They also assist the coordinator with advice, support and encouragement.
At this point congregational vacancies include:  Cambridge Maranatha CRC, Orangeville CRC, and Owen Sound CRC.  
If I can be of help to your congregation in the area of Safe Church, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  Meanwhile, if you know of someone who may be gifted in this area and willing to commit to the work of Safe Church, please also let me know.

Question to ponder:  How aware are the office bearers in your church of your safe church or abuse prevention policy?    
Links for further information:
crcna.org/safe church
https://classishuron.ca/safe-church-ministry/
Humbly submitted, 
Carel Geleynse
Classis Huron Safe Church Co-ordinator
carelgeleynse20@gmail.com
519-503-8257
