CLASSIS HURON REPRESENTATIVES VISIT REPORT
DATE:   Monday,  June 15, 2026  @   8 pm.
Classis Huron Representatives:   Rev. Martin Dam &  Stan Puklicz
Location:    RIVER CITY CHURCH,  215 South Street,  Cambridge, Ontario

The church visitors were met by Lauren Harvey,  Visionary Board chair and we then joined the rest of the                            Visionary Board of River City Church to begin the meeting.   There were 8 people present representing the Visionary Board.   We were then informed that we faced a time constraint as the meeting needed to be completed by 9 pm,  that they did not wish to engage in theological debates.   
Rev. Dam then opened with the reading of Acts 15:36-41 (passage regarding the split between Paul & Barnabas over Mark) and prayer.    He referred to an article published a few years back in the Calvin Seminary Forum pointing out that it was possible to have a sharp disagreement, sharp enough that a parting of the ways was necessary, but that they did not wish to part as adversaries.
   It was agreed together that the meeting would be recorded so that people could fully engage without the need to take copious notes.   
Rev. Dam took lead in the meeting explaining that the purpose of our visit was at the behest of Classis, and to gain a better understanding of how River City Church came to the decision to disaffiliate, and to represent the denominational position. 
It became clear in the comments shared by different individuals of the Board that they had been in discussion for a few years,  possibly pre-covid,  regarding River City’s attachment and commitment to the Christian Reformed denomination.    Over that time,  the congregation had been engaged in listening circles,  town hall meetings, and open discussions regarding where they felt the Lord leading them.  
At some point,  a discernment committee (5) was formed to further flush out their possible direction. The unanimous recommendation from the discernment committee to the Visionary Board was to disaffiliate from the CRC.   The Visionary Board then unanimously endorsed that recommendation and the decision was at some point announced from the pulpit at a Sunday church service.  Those in attendance at the service were allowed to take up discussion with a Board member for questions or comments. 
It should be pointed out that Rev. Darrel Bierman was on sabbatical, and as per the Board, was not party to the decision made at the Board level, and that his own convictions on the denomination did not unduly sway the church’s decisions.  Since Darrell was on Sabbatical and we wanted to respect that we did not attempt to corroborate that with him.   
It should also be pointed out here that River City Church was started as a church plant, and that the membership and governing structure of their church does not model that of a traditional CRC church. 
There is no official membership status,  the church operates from a set of bylaws,  and 8 CORE convictions and what they have called the 5 G values (grace, generosity, gifts, giving, and growth).   Their roll numbers for the sake of the CAP program is registered at 55 families.   The Board acknowledged that church attendance from Sunday to Sunday can vary to average around 55 people,  and can be a very different group from one Sunday to the next.  There is no form of voting on any matters at the congregational level and thus all decisions of consequence comes from the acting Board. 
We believe it is fair to say that Synod’s decision with the HSR report, and the signing of the Covenant for Office Bearers were the genesis for River City’s decision to disaffiliate, though there were other factors.   The Board was clear that they felt that they wanted to take the “middle way” on these matters, and not land on one side or the other. They would deal with HSR matters within the congregation as they arise and on a case by case situation. They believed that holding to a particular position would hinder rather than help their mission as a seeker and welcoming church.  
The Board was clear that they intended to initially operate as an independent church going forward,  while at the same time patiently seeking out possible affiliations with other churches or denominations.   We stressed the importance of landing within a broader body, but also understand those decisions take time.
Rev. Dam shared in his closing remarks that he did see some very challenging and possible difficult situations by not holding to any particular theological positions.    At the same time,  he did say that we should not part as adversaries, and wished them well in their new direction.   
Stan Puklicz closed the meeting in prayer.   

As Church Visitors, we recognize that the last number of years have been difficult for River City.  Between the denominational upheaval, the challenges of navigating COVID without a permanent worship space, and the legal battles related to the building they attempted to purchase, Rev Bierman and the leadership have faced more than their share of adversity.   
That said,  we believe that much like Paul and Barnabas in Acts 15, River City Church and the CRCNA have reached a parting of the ways, and we would recommend that Classis accede to their request to disaffiliate.


   
 
 

