Sermon – ‘Freedom to Serve’
Text - Galatians 5:13-26
Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,
We’ll be reading Galatians 5: 13 – 26, but before we read our scripture passage this morning it might be good just to give a brief summary of the preceding verses of Galatians 5. 
In this portion of the passage Paul notes that the believers were slaves to sin, until they received the gospel message, experiencing the freedom of the Holy Spirit. However, they gave up this freedom, only to be shackled by rules and regulations. Somehow they were persuaded by some Judiazers, certain Christian Jews, who felt that in order to be Christian, you first had to observe the Judaic ceremonies and rituals, pointing specifically at the practice of circumcision. This was leading many back into bondage.
So here they had received the true gospel and experienced the freedom of the Holy Spirit, but then were persuaded by certain Jews that had converted to Christianity that they needed to practice the Jewish rituals to be truly Christian. The one ritual that Paul rails against is circumcision.
In reality however, Paul was not being hard on circumcision; in fact he said that it made no difference whether a believer was circumcised or was not. What Paul was concerned about was that Jesus death on the cross was not enough for salvation. That somehow the believers were being persuaded that more was required. 
Paul counters by saying that what the believers needed was not a circumcision of the flesh, but rather a circumcision of the heart. A circumcision that would penetrate deep into their hearts, not bound by rules, but rather living out of the abundance of God’s Holy Spirit.
Of course what we are talking about is the freedom of living by the Holy Spirit. This is where we pick up the message this morning. 
Pause….. (Read Scripture) Galatians 5:13-26

So what does this freedom look like? Does this mean we can do whatever we please? How do we know when we are free?
Now when speaking of freedom, who can forget the famous words of Dr. Martin Luther King, when he was addressing the crowds in front of the Lincoln Memorial back in 1963 for the March on Washington. He was a pastor and civil rights leader. He quoted a passage from
John 8:36
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
It was part of his ‘I have a Dream speech’, which spoke not only to the rights of the black, but of the dignity of every person. Listen to some of the words of that speech:
I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 'We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.'

Listen to what these words are saying. All people are equal. Whether you are male or female, young or old, black or white, rich or poor and so on, all people are equal. That’s Christian freedom. It means that everyone deserves the same opportunities, the same dignity, and the same respect as anyone else. (Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness as part of the statement in the US Declaration of Independence)
But that creates a problem! It means that I can’t just do what’s good for me. I can’t base my freedom on my own self-interest, otherwise it may infringe on someone else’s freedom. (Expand)
So Paul says they are to ‘serve one another in love’. Formerly they were slaves to sin, but now they are to be slaves to righteousness, slaves to one another. At first this may seem as though they are trading one form of slavery for another, but Christ has set us free from a type of bondage that is burdensome and oppressive, that is bound by legalistic compulsion. 
We are not bound by the law and its legalistic standard’s, but rather we live under the grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who through his death came to fulfil the law. So as Paul says, ‘The entire law is summed up in a single command: Love your neighbour as yourself’.
This does not make the law null and void, but rather that the law by itself was never intended to save us, but rather points to our sin and corrupt nature. Rather it is Christ Jesus who enables us to keep the law. This is because the "love" in this command is itself defined and explained by the other precepts of the law. The command merely sums up or fulfills all the other commands that pertain to human relationships.

We are then to walk in Spirit. However this goes against our natural inclination. We would rather serve ourselves, seek our own interests, and satisfy our own desires, both material and relational. That means there is a battle going on. A war that is raging within us. We can’t have it our way and live by the Spirit at the same time.

Thus Paul says to "live by the Spirit" (v. 16) or be "led by the Spirit" (v.
18), or to "keep in step with the Spirit" (v. 25).
It’s not mental exercise. It’s not doing certain deeds or works. But it’s dwelling in God’s Holy Spirit.

When we live by the Spirit we can bask in God’s glorious light. We don’t live by dwelling on the all the negative aspects of those around us, being critical of each other, but rather we show love to each other.

Dramatize:
“I can’t visit him Lord. He’s twice my age. What could I say to him?”
“ I can’t walk in there. Too many people know who I really am. What would people think?”

We still see each other as being imperfect, but we strive to build each other up, encouraging each other. We make ourselves available to each other in times of hardship or sorrow. When there are needs within our community we step forward to lend a hand. The Spirit lives where the love of Christ is encouraged and fostered within the community of believers.

1 Corinthians 10:22-24
23 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. 24 No one should seek their own good, but the good of others.
And so when we walk by the Spirit, we are no longer slaves to sin….
Romans 6:17-18
17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.
Although we may never be freed of all the temptations that draw us away from God, when we walk in the Spirit, sin no longer has a hold on us. When we hate sin, when we turn our back to sin, even when we wrestle with sin, or when we feel the weight of guilt able to penetrate our hearts,
Today we are getting too comfortable with sin!
This is all happening even while strive for a life of holiness, it shows that we still have a part in the gospel of salvation.
Paul makes it clear that there are many sins that would lead us away from salvation.
  19 What the sinful nature does is clear. It enjoys sexual sins, impure acts and wild living. 20 It worships statues of gods. It also worships evil powers. It is full of hatred and fighting. It is full of jealousy and fits of anger. It is interested only in getting ahead. It stirs up trouble. It separates people into their own little groups. 21 It wants what others have. It gets drunk and takes part in wild parties. It does many things of that kind. I warn you now as I did before. People who live like that will not receive God’s kingdom.
When we open ourselves to do the things of the flesh that is of our natural selves, we work in opposition to the things of the Spirit. We need to intentionally, in the strength of the Holy Spirit, be determined to practise those things that strengthen our faith and build up the community of believers.
So Paul says:
22 But the fruit the Holy Spirit produces is love, joy and peace. It is being patient, kind and good. It is being faithful 23 and gentle and having control of oneself. There is no law against things of that kind.
These fruits do not grow by observing the letter of the law, but by the love of God working through us as we walk in the Spirit.
So, yes we were called to be free. Not free to do whatever we please, but a freedom that expresses itself in love for others.
"Love your neighbor as yourself."
So the freedom we enjoy is not for ourselves to indulge in, but rather a love that seeks to serve one another.
When the object of our faith is Christ, who loved us, we are motivated and empowered to express his kind of love to others. 
Only the power of the Spirit at work in us can enable us to overcome sin and fulfill God's moral design for our lives through loving service to others.
The Galatian believers were trying so hard to experience spiritual perfection, but instead placed themselves back into a preoccupation with trying to keep the law. However their bondage to the law only created this competitive and judgemental spirit.
They no longer experienced the joy of life lead by the Holy Spirit, but rather a destructive spirit which turned the community in on itself. When Paul saw how the believers were criticizing and chewing each other up, it no doubt reminded him of his own life. Paul persecuted Christians in his own misguided devotion to the law.
I’m sure we know, as Paul did, that the more we defend our purpose in terms of observing the law (or our position), the more negative, critical and judgemental we become. Instead we end up going against the very basis of the law, which is to ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’.
So we need to resist the bondage of being a slave to the law, and instead become slaves to righteousness, willing to serve as slaves in love to others.
Freedom in Christ is freedom to serve.
AMEN








