
 

Program 
 

 
8:30-9:00 Registration & Refreshments 
 

9:00-9:30 Welcome 
Opening Devotions 

 

9:30-10:00 Update on Safe Church 
Ministry – Rev Amanda Benckhuysen 
 

10:00-10:15 Refreshment Break 
 

10:15-12:00 Workshops: A, B 
 

12:15 – 1:15 Lunch 
 

1:15 – 3:00  Workshops: C, D 
 

3:00 - 3:30    Closing 
 

 
 

About the Workshops 
 

Morning Sessions (10:15-12:00): 
 

“A” Repentance & Accountability: Forgiveness 
is not the first step. 
Presenter: Carol Penner 
When abuse is discovered, too often people in 
the church want to quickly forgive the person 
who has offended. Using scripture and several 
case studies, we’ll explore why that’s a problem 
for the victim, the person who has offended 
and the church. How do we experience 
forgiveness and God’s grace when terrible sins 
have rocked a community? In this workshop we 
will explore both God’s power to heal and God’s 
desire for justice.  
 

“B” Power, Trust, Harm and Abuse 
Presenters: Steve Snider & Peter Wyngaarden 
Teachers, Caregivers, Friendship teachers, and 
anyone who serves vulnerable people in a church 
setting may experience verbal or physical harm in 
the course of carrying out their duties. 

AND, 
Vulnerable people may experience abuse at the 
hands of those in positions of power who are 
entrusted to serve them. 
In this session, we will examine: 

• What is power? What is trust? 

• What are unique responsibilities when 
placed in a position of trust? 

• Are there useful distinctions between acts 
of harm and acts of abuse? Is all harm 
abuse?   

• How can we serve vulnerable people 
people respectfully while minimizing the 
risk of anyone experiencing abuse or 
harm? 

 

Afternoon Sessions (1:15-3:00): 
 

“C” Conversations with a Person who 
Experienced Sexual Harm and a Person who 
Offended Sexually: How to Respond Restoratively 
in your Place of Worship. 
Presenters: Jennifer Beaudin, Cat Bodden, Mare 
Zettel, & Mark. 
Community Justice Initiatives invites you to an 
interactive conversation on how to respond when 
someone comes forward about sexual abuse. This 
session will include an opportunity to hear from 
two volunteer speakers with lived experience and 
discussions on how to support all those impacted 
within a faith community. 
We recognize that this topic may bring forward 
unwanted memories for some. We invite you to 

engage with this topic while being mindful of your 
own wellness needs. 
 

“D” The Power to Do Good: The Use & Misuse of 
Power in the Church. 
Presenter: Rev Amanda Benckhuysen 
In this presentation, participants will learn about 
the gift and responsibility of power and spiritual 
authority, how to steward authority in ways that 
lead to the flourishing of others, deepen their 
understanding of abuses of power and how to 
prevent it, and learn how to cultivate a goodness 
culture in their congregation.  This workshop 
fulfills the recommendation of Synod for Abuse of 
Power awareness training for pastors and ministry 
leaders. 
 

Closing (3:00-3:30) 
 

 

Registration fee:    $35.00 
Includes lunch and refreshments 

 

Pre-registration is necessary. 
Deadline March 02, 2023 

 

Fees can be either e-transfers or cheques 
 

Please make cheques out to 
 “Classis Huron Safe Church Committee” 

 

 
 

Registration online at: 

https://www.wmott.ca/scc  
 

OR 
Registration by mail (use attached form) 

 

https://www.wmott.ca/scc/mfiles/payment.pdf
https://www.wmott.ca/scc


Registration Form (if sending by mail) 
 

Name:     ____________________________ 
 

Address: ____________________________ 
 

   ____________________________ 
 

City:   ____________________________ 
 

Postal Code:  ________________________ 
 

Phone: _____________________________ 
 

Email: _____________________________ 
 

Church: _____________________________ 
 

City: _____________________________ 
 

Classis: _____________________________ 
 

Lunch: _____          ______         _____ 
Regular     Vegetarian    Other 

 

Comments: _________________________ 
 

Enrolment in some workshops is limited. 
Please indicate your choice of workshops. 
 

8:30-9:00 – Registration & Refreshments 
 

9:00-9:30 – Welcome & Opening Devotions 
 

9:30-10:00 – Update on Safe Church Ministry 
 – Rev Amanda Benckhuysen 
 

10:15-12:00 – workshops: A or B 
 

1st choice ____ 2nd choice____ 
 

12:15-1:15 – Lunch 
 

1:15-3:00 – workshops: C or D 
 

1st choice ____ 2nd choice ____ 
 

Payment Method: ________     _____    ____ 
       e_Transfer       Check      Cash 

 
 
 

Some resources will be available for sale.  If you 
have any resources (videos, books, etc.) that 
you wish to share with others, please take them 
along for the resource table. 
 

Masks will not be mandatory but are 
encouraged.  Masks will be available. 
 

Registration can be done online, or by phone, 
email, or mail.   Registration fee can be sent 
either by cheque or e-Transfer; see payment 
procedures and information at: 
https://www.wmott.ca/scc/mfiles/payment.pdf 
 

 

 
 

SCC Web Site: 
 

https://www.wmott.ca/scc 
 

For information, registration forms, online 
registration, and directions look for the 
“Inter-Classis Safe Church Workshops” 
menu online. 
 

Confirmation of completed registration will 
be automatically sent to you via email. 
Registration is confirmed upon receipt of 
registration fee. 
 

 

 
 
 

Annual Inter-Classis 
Safe Church Conference 

 

This Training Event will be of interest to all 
pastors, elders, deacons, Abuse Response 
Team members, youth leaders, and others 
who have leadership positions in the 
Christian Community.  Anyone who desires 
to learn more about abuse-related matters 
is welcome to attend. 
 
 

Date: Saturday, March 04, 2023 
Registration: 8:30am to 9:00am 
Workshops: 9:00am to 3:30pm 

 
 

Location: 
Waterloo CRC 

209 Bearinger Road 
Waterloo, ON   N2L 4H5 
Phone:   519-746-5727 

Web:  http://www.waterloocrc.org/ 
 

https://www.wmott.ca/scc/mfiles/payment.pdf
https://www.wmott.ca/scc/mfiles/payment.pdf
https://www.wmott.ca/scc
http://www.waterloocrc.org/
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